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PRESERVING LAND IN LAKE COUNTY
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See b maich land is pre-
sepvied an Laise Crmty o
et consetvaiion sasementy.

The forested land surround-
ing streams provide numerous
benefits to the stream and or-
ganisms living near the stream,
Protection of thesé areas is

fromm & rural community (o a more urban
community, Conservation easements allow
landewwners 1o make g personal contribu
tion towards the cause of conservation
while receiving several ceonomic benefits
for that contribution. The Lake County
Soil and Water Conservation District
works with other agencies to provide infor-
mation and other assistance for those seck-
ing 1o preserve natural and scenic assets of
their property, and protecting the quality of

* life within the County through Congerva-

ticn Fasements,

What is a Conservation Easement?

A conservation easement is a resiriction
placed on a piece of property ta protect the
resources - natural or manmade - associ-
ated with the parcel. A conservation casc-

lact that the landowner is giving up very
specilic development and use rights. How-
ever, the landowner may still maintain the
many land-usc rights including farming,
hunting, fishing, or cven placing structures
on the land. Public aceess can be permit-
ted or resiricted.

There are two conditions that must he
met in order to qualify for a conservation
casement. First, the land must have some
conservalion or preservation value. Sec-
ond, there must be a qualified non-profit
conservalion oroanization or a unit of gov-
ernment agreeing 1o aveepl the conserva-
tion easement.

Onee completed, a conservation case-
ment 15 permanent and legally binding (o
all present and future landowners.
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RIPARIAN FOREST BUFFERS...PROTECTIVE

CrEAR FOR YOUR STREAM

How do RFBs benefit Lake County streams? In the sum-
mer months, the trees form a canopy above the stream and
offer shade. This solar protection keeps the water cooler
which is necessary [or many aquatic organisms. Addition-
ally, litterfall that finds its way to the stream offers micro-

critical to the stream’s ability to remain stable and
healthy. Riparian Forest Buffers {RFBs), which are
wooded and connected linear reaches of forest along
streams, offer streams the protection needed to pro-
vide habitat for fish and wildlife, control flooding,
limil erosive conditions, and provide other stream
lunclions.

habitats for fish and macroinvertebrates in the form of debris
dams or smaller rovtmats and rootwads, This litterfall from
trees is the base source of food enerey and nutrients in
stream ecosysiems. RFBs provide not only in-stream habitat
but also very productive stream-side habitat. The diversity
found in riparian [orests makes them ideal habitats for
numerous specics of wildlife. Deer, raccoons, turkeys, and
(antinued an paps 2)
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DCONSERVATION TASEMENTS

{Cemfinuee from paged s
Feonnomic Incentives
Because the development rights 1o # piece of prop- [
erty has a monetary value, there are several ceo- !
nomic issues that make conservation eascments
more attractive to the individual than they initially
appear. A lot depends on the value of the property as evalu-
ated helire and afler the casement.
= Property taxes - Since property taxes are hased
on land value, your annual property
laxes may be reduced.
= Income taxes — The value of the conservation
gasement is often tax deductable and can be used
1ar olTsel laxable income.
s Capital Gains taxes - Selling a property that has
appreciated in value from the time it was pur-
chased will penerally result in a sizeable capital

gains tax. Reducing the property's sale price
through a conservation casemen! will reduce that
tax liability, while still permanently prescrving
that Tand.
o [Dstate taxes: lfthe property is to be lefl 1o your
heirs, estate tax liability will be reduced.

Wellands Reserve Proseam (WHRE)
Ancther option is the WRP. which offers pavment. based on
the agricultural value, for wetlands and stream-side forests
that have previously been drained or converted (o agricultural
uses, This program is provided by the USDA Natural Re-
sources Conservalion Service 4

For mare information on Conservation Gasements or the
WHEE, contact the Lake SWCD or look on our web site,

Reference:
The Comservation Easement Handboolk, Diehl/Barvert
Preserving Family Lands, Small

RiraRIAN FOREST BUFFERS...

(et from page 13
coyotes all utilize riparian habitats for food and
shelter. As Lake County continues to develop,
these Riparian Forest Buffers become even
more important to Lake County’s wildlife.
RFBs increase waler quality and hvdrologic
stability. Foresied bulfers of adequate width
can filter ool sediment, chemical pollutants, and
excess nutrients in several wayvs, The velocity

and then slowly released to the system by litterfall. Veoeta-
tion and roots growing along the stream bank act to hold saoil
in place during increased stream flows. This vegetative bar-
rier helps to decrease the amount of bank
erosion and bed scour. Forested Moodplains
also serve as reservoirs for flond waters dur-
ing storm events, RFBs are a very importanl
i stream protection tool; they pertorm a wide
variety of work and require little to no main-
tenance. But just as any craftsman will tell

of stormwater runoft entering bulTers is slowed substantially.
This allows the suspended sediment to be collected on the
forest floor. Additionally. nutrients are removed by plants

yom, the right job reguires the right tool; and
without the right tool we can’t protect Lake County's valu-
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ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHLS

The Lake SWCD would like to exiend
a thank you to evervone that attended
our 34th Annval Meeting!

In addition to the wonderful food and
atmosphere provided by The DeRuber-
tis Party Center, the audience raved
about the slide show, Lake County
Wildlife, presented by Wildlife Photog-
rapher Gary Meszaros, Gary captured
many hidden treasures of Lake County
in his photographs, and voiced his concern for the need to
help preserve the forested lands, wetlands, and floodplains
alomp the Grand and Chagrin Rivers.

Incumbent board members Paul Belanger and Robert Zeitz
were reelected as board members for another three-year term
which will begin in January 2001,

Several awards were given to honor the cooperation and
implementation of conservation acts throughout Lake
County. The night was topped off with our famous door
prize extravaganza. Again, thanks to all that attended., With-
oul you, the night would not have been such a huge success!

able streams.#
Awards

*Conservation Easements - Betty Grech, George Oliva,
Julia Parker
“Cooperator of the Year - Connie and Ken Krug
“Volunteer of the Year - Bob Reschke
=Significant Contribution to Environmental Legislation -
ESC Rules - Lake Counly Commissioners

A special thank you to our generous door-prize donors:
Agora Gardens, APR Tool, Arcola Nursery, Aqua Doc,
Buckyord Feeding Station, CM. Brown Nursery, Chalct
Debanne, Chumpion Garden Center, Concord Nursery &
Landscape, Cottage Gardens, DeMilta Sand & Gravel,
Gale's Garden Center, Garder Place, Kirtland Foed Co.,
Kiyn Nurseries, Lasely Nursery, MacKenzie Nursery Sup-
ply, Martin's Nursery, Mickael Huox, Niedziolek Farm &
Crafis, Northcoast Perennials, Nurseryland, Painesville
Efevator Co., Ridge Manor Nursery, Roemer Nursery,
Sabo's Woodside Nursery, Seco Nursery, Springlake Nurs-
cry, West's Orchard, Yardmasier.s
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EDUCATION UPDATE...
WATERSHED WATCH — FATL MONITORING

We had a great monitoring season this falll There were a
total of 476 students and teachers, from 11 schools, who
monitored 11 sites in the Chagrin and Grand River Water-
sheds. We were delighled to have some new teachers join

our program!

High, fast, and cold water due to
rain during the last week didn’t stop |
Lake County students from collecting |

macroinvertebrates. In addition 1o
collecting some extremely large Doh-
sontly Larvae, we collected several
crayfish, Rainhow Darters, catfish,
froes and salamanders!

Students determined all 11 sites to
have Excellent water quality, This
program is a hands-on, science-hased
field activity which teachers can casily integrate into their curciculum, We
hope 1o sce new faces in the future. Please call Amy Knisely, Education
Coordinator, at 350-2033 for more informalion. ¢

Studemns pick through their samples for
afuatic macroinverlebrales.

TRI COUNTY ENVIROTHON

Soils, wildlife, forestry, aquatics. .
what's your IQ? On October 3, high
school students from Ashtabula, Geauga,
and Lake Counties gathered to test their
[ of natural resourees at the Tri-County
Cnvirothon, This year's Tri-Ciounty Envi- | s
rothon took place at TRW Rod & Gun

Lavgr=om 1o cvier web page for pictures

Helecoon

Please help us
weleome Chad
Edgar, who re-
cently took over
as the District's
Urbam Stream Specialist. Chad is not new
1o the soil and water world. He interned at
the Lake SWCD during the summer of
1998, and volunteered al the Ashland and
Medina SWCDs,

As the Urban Stream Specialist, Chad will
be working on important natural and urhan-
related stream issues such as Non-point
source pollution and siream-side restora-
tion. Additionally, he will be assisting in
the development of a comprehensive water-
shed plan for the Arcola Creck Watershed,
as well as conducting a countywide inven-
tory of the streams and rivers in Lake
County,

Chad is a candidale for a Masters of Sci-
ence degree in Geology from the University
of Akron and received his Bachelor's de-
eree from Ashland University, When not at
work, Chad can be found at his Rock Creek
residency hunting for deer, or just enjoving
the preal putdoors.+

Envirothon, which will be held on May 2,
2001, Tt gives students the opportunity to en-
gage in team problem-solving activities and
field tests, as well as have contact with natural resource pro-
fessionals. It is an excellent opportunity for them to leam
more about carcer opportunities in natural resource manage-
ment. A big thank you to the schools that participated, as
well as to the resource specialists for taking time oul of their
schedule to help make this day a successle

Club in Ashtabula Counly, and involved  from the Tri-Counly Envirathon!
over 215 students from 14 schools.

The Crvirothon competition lests hiph school stu-
dents' knowledge of natural resources in soils, wildlife,
forestry, aquatics, and current covironmental issues.
Each year the Ashtabula, Geauga, and Lake County
Soil and Waler Conservation Districts sponsor a train-
ing sessiom in order to prepare students for the Arvea IT

THE TACT OF THE MATTER...
CONSERVATION EASEMENTS IN LAKE COUNTY Tree Sale orders
will be taken in

the next issue of

Many Lake County residents and organizations are dedicated to pre-
serving the nalural beauty of the County. All easements below are
along the Grand River.

#1223 acres of Conservation Easemenis through the Wetland
Reserve Program (WRP)
#3832 acres of Conservation Easements through Lake SWCD
®Approx. 500 acres of Conservation Easements by other groups
in Lake County. Groups that hold Conservation Easements inchude
The Holden Arboretum, Lake Metroparks, Grand River Partners, Inc.,
The Nature Conservancy, Ohio Department of Natural Resources#

) our newsletter!
Be on the look-

out!
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125 E. Eric 5t., Painesville, (0H 44077
*440-350-2730 {main number) «HAX 440-330-2601
Toll-Tree «298-3334 ext, 2730 Madizon/Perry  #918-2730 Cleveland/Western Lake County
*|-800-899-LAKE outside Lake County only
*E-mail: reach any stall member; office@soil.colake.oh.us “Web site: http:/ifsoil.coake.oh.us
I'ard Brivws, Disteict Secretary Treasurer 330-2730 BOARD OF S0P ERYISONRS
Dian DowabDsod, Program Adminisizator 3302030 PAUL BELANGER, I'rczidem
ClAD EDark, Urban Siream Specialist AR0-2032 Ricrann Baken, Viee-President
Aty Krpseny, EdveationdInfonnalion Coordinator 3502033 CAROL FLECK, Treasurer
IoHm MIEDZIALER, MRS, S0 350-2034 ROBERT £E117, Secrotary
MATTUE® SCHARVER, Roaource Protection Tech. 3502131 Baurara LESKOVEC, Fisvel Agent
MEMBER OF: AN EOUAL-OPMORTUNITY EMPLOYER
» Americon Farmland Trgst sLake Couety Fann Buroau All Lake SWCD and USDA programs and scrvices ane available withoul
« Nursery Growers of Lale Counly, Ine. regand 1o e, velor, natlonal oripin, religion, sex, upe,
sMational Associalion ol Conservation Disiricts
=Ohbiv Federation of Soil & Water Consorvation Distrivls
The public is invited to attend Lake SWCD's monthly Board mectings, held the fouth W eilnesday of cach month at 700 ot 125 East Eric St
Fainegville, Meating announcements appear under the public agenda in the Plaio Denler and Newa- lerald. Please eail i advancs to let us knew vou
will be atlending,
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